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Founding Member of the Arts Festival  

Carl Edward Stonstrom, aged 81, passed away on Septem-
ber 3, 2024, in his home surrounded by his family.  He 
was the husband of Caryle (Sylvester) Stonstrom for 58 
wonderful years. 

Carl was born in Providence, Rhode Island, to Edward 
and Doris (Babbitt) Stonstrom on April 5, 1943.  As a 
young boy he always had an adventurous soul and love 
for the outdoors.  He actively participated in all sports 
including playing football, basketball and baseball all 4 
years at Dighton Rehoboth High School. 

Carl proudly served in the US Army Reserves of the 
483D Engineer Battalion from 1965 to 1989, where they 

received the award of Best Company. 

Stonstrom Builders was started in 1965, a business that flourished for over 50 years 
under his stewardship.  Carl was a renowned master craftsman known for his excep-
tional building and finish work.  Carl was also a proud alumnus of Wentworth Insti-
tute of Technology. 

He was a strong and devoted family man, cherished as a loving son and brother, hus-
band, father, Papa and Uncle. 

His life was rich with hobbies, community involvement and as a faithful member of 
the Dighton Community Church, Carlôs faith was an integral part of his life.  Carl was 
an active member of the Dighton Lions club and founder of the Dighton Arts Festi-
val.  Carl enjoyed a good game of golf and participated in golf leagues. He relished a 
day of sailing.  An avid adventurer he explored the world by air, land and sea.  On a 
best day Carl could be found hip deep on the Eel River quahogging. 

He will be deeply missed by his wife, Caryle (Sylvester) Stonstrom; his daughter, 
Brett (Stonstrom) Wilson; his sister Dawnne Steele and her husband Gregory; his 
granddaughters Hannah Elizabeth Wilson and her fiancee Andrew Gregory, and 
Grace Eleanor Wilson and her fiancee Jeffrey Bechtold; and his great-grandchildren 
Myles Scott Gregory and Cecelia Jane Bechtold; and his nieces, nephew and many 
friends.  Carl was preceded in death by his son Scott E. Stonstrom. 

Carlôs legacy of family, craftsmanship, service, and community involvement leaves an 
indelible mark on all who knew him.  
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William H. Copeland, 89, of North Dighton 
passed away Friday, May 17, 2024 peacefully 
at his home of 65 years, after a brief illness. 
He was the loving husband of 66 years to the 
late Lois S. (Hughes) Copeland. 
 
Born in Springfield, son of the late Clinton 
and Norma (Coggeshall) Copeland, he was a 
graduate of Rogers High School in Mid-
dletown, RI and he received his Associate 
Degree from Wentworth Institute in Bos-
ton.  Bill was a purchasing agent/Manager 
for Eastern Utilities where he worked for 
over 50 years. 

 
He was a member of the Dighton Community Church and a proud, ac-
tive member of the Dighton Lions Club. He was a longtime volunteer at 
Our Daily Bread and a member of several tractor clubs and enjoyed at-
tending many plow day events. Bill loved driving his pickup truck, visit-
ing with friends and especially spending time with his family and grand-
children.  
 
Bill was a very thoughtful, kind man and will be missed.  
He is survived by his daughters, Linda Sypole and her husband Dean 

and Paula Jones and her husband Peter Constantine; his grandchildren, 

Emily Matisoff and her husband Greg, Stephen Sypole and the late 

Douglas Thompson; five great grandchildren, Damon, Owen, Sawyer, 

Wyatt and Mae and two bonus great grandchildren, Julia and Nate Ri-

beiro. 

To plant Memorial Trees in memory of  William H. Copeland , 

please click here to visit our Sympathy Store.  

https://www.hathawayfunerals.com/obituary/william-copeland/gifts?campaign=obituaryThemed-gifts-textLink-obitText
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